
MINUTES OF LICENSING PANEL MEETING - THURSDAY, 9 JULY 2020 
 
 

 
Present:  
 
Councillors 
 
Baker Farrell Hutton  
 
In Attendance:  
 
Sharon Davies, Senior Licensing Solicitor 
John Greenbank, Senior Democratic Governance Adviser  
 
1 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
 
The Licensing Panel considered the appointment of a Chairman for the meeting. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That Councillor Hutton be appointed Chairman for the meeting. 
 
2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST - LICENSING 
 
There were no declarations of interest on this occasion. 
 
3 PROCEDURE FOR THE MEETING 
 
The Chairman explained the procedure for the meeting, including the order in which the 
applicant and objector would be heard and that the decision of the Panel would be 
communicated in writing within five-working days. 
 
4 APPLICATION TO VARY A PREMISES LICENCE - MARDI GRAS HOTEL, 41-43 LORD 
STREET, BLACKPOOL, FY1 2BD 
 
The Panel considered an application to vary a Premises Licence for the Mardi Gras Hotel, 
41-43 Lord Street, Blackpool, FY1 2BD. 
 
The applicant, Mr John Street, owner Mardi Gras Hotel, accompanied by Ms Angela 
Baddley and Ms Frances Joyce (Legends Hotel) and Mr Stephen Blanchard (previous 
owner of the Mardi Gras), outlined the case for approving the application. Mr Street 
stated that he had taken ownership of the hotel in February 2020, before which it had 
been closed for approximately two and a half years. They also informed the Panel that 
since taking ownership they had undertaken extensive renovations to improve the hotel 
and raise its profile as a safe venue for members of the LGBTQ+ community, in particular 
those in the Trans community. He further emphasised that the hotel would not be a 
‘party’ location and that the application would prevent the sale of alcohol after 12.30pm 
and ensure the outside terrace would close at 10.00pm. To ensure that the hotel was a 
safe place to visit Mr Street explained that wide-angle CCTV cameras had been installed. 
 
Ms Frances Joyce, owner of the Legends Hotel, added that she and Ms Baddley, operated 
the neighbouring Legends Hotel and had no objections to the application. Mr Blanchard 
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added that he believed Mr Street to be a responsible owner and would look after the 
hotel. 
 
The Panel queried how Mr Street would prevent alcohol being taken outside of the venue 
after 10.00pm. In response he explained that the new CCTV cameras would allow staff to 
monitor activity outside of the hotel and act if anyone was not complying with the rules. 
 
Mr Tim Allen, on behalf of the objectors, asked what had been done, if anything, to 
reduce noise nuisance from entertainment from the hotel and how it would be separated 
from the hotel’s bar area. Mr Street responded that entertainment would be conducted 
in a separate room from the bar. He added that there were no current plans for regular 
entertainment and that if undertaken in future it would be low volume in nature. 
 
The coverage of the new wide angle CCTV cameras was also queried by Mr Allen. In 
response Mr Street explained that the cameras would cover Lord Street, to the front of 
the hotel, twenty-four hours a day and that they would make them available to the Police 
if needed. 
 
Mr Allen, representing Ms Ashley Harris (Rubens Hotel) and Councillor Ivan Taylor (Ward 
Member) outlined their objections to the application. Mr Allen stated that the noise 
nuisance from the hotel could potentially be created and that the thin nature of the 
buildings walls would mean that it negatively impacted on neighbouring properties, 
making the hotel unsuitable as a public bar. Although the objectors welcomed the 
installation of wide-angle CCTV cameras they expressed concern that late night drinking 
at the hotel could lead to instance of crime and disorder. Therefore due to the creation of 
public nuisance through noise and the potential for crime and disorder Mr Allen stated 
that the application should be refused. 
 
Councillor Taylor added that granting the application to vary the Premises Licence would 
set a precedent that could lead to other hotels in the area having similar late opening 
hours. He expressed the view that the application presented a threat to an area that 
already experienced a high rate of crime and would negatively impact on other local 
businesses, as it would allow members of the public, who were not hotel guest in to 
drink. It was explained that in his opinion the hotel had less control over members of the 
public as opposed to guests staying there. Due to the potential for crime and disorder 
that could result from the application, and the resulting negative impact on the area, 
Councillor stated that application should be refused. 
 
The Panel considered the representation made by the applicant, supports and objectors 
and agreed that they concerns raised by objectors had been addressed by the conditions 
attached to the Premises Licence. It was also noted that the existing Premises Licence for 
the Mardi Gras Hotel had less restrictive conditions than the variation would impose. 
 
Resolved: 
 
To grant the application to vary a Premises Licence for the Mardi Gras Hotel, 41-43 Lord 
Street, Blackpool, FY1 2BD. 
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Chairman 
  
(The meeting ended 11.02am) 
  
Any queries regarding these minutes, please contact: 
John Greenbank, Senior Democratic Governance Adviser  
Tel: 01253 477229 
E-mail: john.greenbank@blackpool.gov.uk 


